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“Our goal is to make reading material available 
and accessible to every citizen in IIlinois.”’ 


——EDWARD J. HUGHES 


THE ILLINOIS STATE LIBRARY: 


1.—Maintains a Library for State officials and employees of the 
State, especially for informational material pertaining to the 
phases of their work and to provide for them material for 

general reading and study. 
The work entailed in giving this service is a function of 


the General Library whose Superintendent is Miss Harriet 
Skogh. 


2.—Maintains a Division for acquiring and preserving of the 
archival material of the State, and, offers facilities for the 
proper use of the archival material of the State. 


This Division is known as The Archives and the Superin- 
tendent is Miss Margaret Norton. 


3.—Is a supplementary source for reading materials unavailable in 

the local libraries and serves, in part, individuals living in 

areas where there are no libraries. 
The work entailed in giving this service is a function of 
two Divisions: 1. The General Library under the direc- 
tion of Miss Skogh handles all requests for reading 
materials from individuals living in areas where there is 
no library service and those from libraries for individuals 
in their community. 
2. The Extension Division whose Superintendent is Miss 
Charlotte Ryan, handles all requests for collections of 
books and reading materials to be used in schools, institu- 
tions, forums and communities where there is no library 
service. 


4.—Assists local libraries in the plans of cooperation for better 
work and services in their communities and loans to them 
books and other materials in furtherance of this object. 
This work is a function of the Extension Division whose 
Superintendent is Miss Charlotte Ryan. 
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REGIONAL 


MEETINGS 


Plans have just been completed for a 
series of fourteen library institutes to be 
held this spring in five regional areas in 
Illinois, according to an announcement just 
received from Charlotte Ryan, Superin- 
tendent of the Division for the Extension 
of Library Service in the Illinois State 
Library. 

It has been the custom for many years 
for the librarian and the Library Board to 
ask us to schedule a regional institute in 
their particular community. Unfortunately 
it sometimes happens that several libraries 
not far apart will send such an invitation 
the same year—it happened this year— 
and we have to make a choice. In so plan- 
ning the schedule of meetings, we try to 
make the dates at times convenient to the 
hostess librarian and the library board, and, 
in places easily accessible to the most peo- 
ple—and, as these institutes are held in the 
early spring the weather is always a factor 
that must be given due consideration. 

After checking correspondence and the 
map of Illinois, Miss Ryan has scheduled 
the “Regional Institutes for Illinois Libra- 
ries in 1938” at the following places: 


Tuesday, March 22, Centralia, Miss 
Goddina Welden, Librarian. 

Wednesday, March 23, Collinsville—Miss 
Myrtis Bowers, Librarian. 

Thursday, March 24, Greenville — Miss 
Virginia Breuchaud, Librarian. 

Tuesday, March 29, Paris, Mrs. Nina 
Dulin Russell, Librarian. 

Wednesday, March 30, Decatur — Miss 
Minnie A. Dill, Librarian. 

Thursday, March 31, Paxton — Miss 
Emma Meharry, Librarian. 

Tuesday, April 5, Galva — Mrs. Eva 
Goodale, Librarian. 

Wednesday, April 6, Carthage—Miss Eva 
L. Swain, Librarian. 

Thursday, April 7, Havana—Miss Ruth 
Montgomery, Librarian. 

Tuesday, April 19, Carmi— Miss Etta 
Brandt, Librarian. 

Wednesday, April 20, Golconda — Mrs. 
Nona Davis, Librarian. 

Tuesday, April 26, Rockford—Miss Jane 
Hubbell, Librarian. 

Wednesday, April 27, DeKalb — Mrs. 
Emily Minter, Librarian. 

Thursday, April 28, Joliet—Mrs. Emily 
Fisk, Acting Librarian. 


The schedule of the institutes in the five 
regions has been so arranged that it will 


be possible for many persons to attend sev- 
eral sessions in nearby areas, and, since the 
program will be adapted to the discussions 
of topics of vital concern and interest of 
persons in specific localities —the program 
of each session will be somewhat different. 
No meetings have been planned for the 
week preceding Easter. 

Shortly after the first of the year, Miss 
Ryan began the work of drafting these 
plans and sent to the librarian of each pub- 
lic library in Illinois a questionnaire asking 
the librarian to indicate the topics or prob- 
lems she was particularly interested in 
having discussed. A query was made also 
as to the advisability of scheduling some of 
the sessions in the evening so more of the 
members of the library boards could attend. 

These questionnaires have been checked, 
returned and the results have been tabu- 
lated thus forming the skeleton outline of a 
program for these institutes. A check was 
made of the inquiries coming to the several 
Divisions of the State Library from libra- 
rians, trustees and _ prospective library 
patrons in all parts of the State, and, with 
all this information at hand the following 
general program has been developed: 


REGIONAL INSTITUTES 
for 
ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 
1938 
10:00 A. M.—4:00 P. M. 


PROGRAM 


Opening Remarks. 
Announcements. 


if Recent children’s books 

‘ . New reference books 

Book Discussions Books of general in- 
terest 


Departmental meetings: 


Trustees Section. 
Librarian and staff (Discussion of 
problems checked on questionnaire). 
Coordinated service of Illinois State 
Library. 
The time for discussion of the topics on 
the program will be determined by the 
location of the institute. 


In a conference with Miss Ryan today 
she said, in discussing the program: 

“Since one of the items on the question- 
naire most often checked by librarians per- 
tained to reference work and reference 
books, I have asked Miss Mae Hessler, 
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Chief of the Reference Department, and 
Miss Fern Garrett, Reference Assistant in 
the Illinois State Library, to discuss ‘New 
reference books and inexpensive reference 
aids.’”” Miss Lois Martin, Assistant in the 
Catalog Department in charge of the 
cataloging of all children’s books, will sum- 
marize some of the recent children’s books 
which she plans to have on exhibit at the 
institutes. 

We also plan to have displayed the 
seasonal posters—they are all completed 
now—and call attention to several most 
attractive and interesting new book lists. 

Mrs. Tomlinson, Chairman of the Trus- 
tees Section of Illinois Library Association, 
has been in correspondence with me and 
she and the Executive Committee of the 
Trustees Section have asked if it would 
not be possible to plan some round table 
discussions—especially one for the mem- 
bers of library boards and the Friends of 
the Library groups. We have planned to 
carry out this idea and Mrs. Tomlinson is 
working very closely with the library 
boards so as to ascertain what topics they 
wish discussed from the trustee’s viewpoint, 
and, we have secured an indication from 
the librarians as to the topics they want 
to talk about with their neighbors. You 
will be interested to know that the three 
items checked by most librarians were: 


Service to non-residents. 


Circulation of books—overdues and re- 
quests. 


Book buying—what and where? 


A leader has been secured for each group 
and we plan to allow as much time as is 
needed so as to rather fully consider the 
problems confronting the librarians and the 
library boards in the various regional areas. 

As it was not possible for all librarians 
and all members of all library boards to 
attend the annual meeting of I. L. A. last 
October when the plan for ‘Coordinated 
Library Service in Illinois’ was presented, 
we are devoting some time to a discussion 
of this plan—I am asking the various mem- 
bers of the Advisory Committee to be lead- 
ers of this part of the program in the 
district near them.” 


THE HARRIET WELLS SCHOLAR- 
SHIP 


For several years a traveling scholarship 
has been given to an American teacher (or 
member of a kindred profession) by the 
Education Committee of the English- 
Speaking Union of the United States to 
enable the recipient to visit Great Britain 
under the auspices of this national Ameri- 
can society and as the guest of its sister 
society, the English-Speaking Union of the 
British Empire. The award has recently 
been named the “Harriet Wells Scholar- 


ship” in honor of Mrs. Thomas B. Wells, 
the original organizer of the educational 
work of the E. S. U. and the Chairman of 
the Education Committee from its forma- 
tion until 1931, since when she has lived 
abroad. The traveling scholarships are an 
activity in which Mrs. Wells has always 
taken a particular interest. 

The person selected will spend a month 
in Great Britain, sailing in time to report 
in London in June or early July. The 
tenure of the scholarship will expire upon 
completion of a month’s visit, and the 
recipient will then be free to go his own 
way and to return when he wishes. 

The scholarship is open to both men and 
women between the ages of 21 and 45 who 
are teachers, librarians, social workers or 
graduate students, and who reside within a 
radius of about 200 miles of Chicago. 

The scholarship is one of $250, a sum 
estimated to cover about half the total ex- 
penses, including ocean transportation, pass- 
port and visa, travel from point to point 
(which will not amount to a great deal), 
and such incidentals as taxicabs, laundry 
and gratuities. 

During the month the scholar will be 
provided with complete hospitality by the 
British society, often as a guest in private 
homes. He will also be otherwise enter- 
tained and enabled to see English life not 
as a tourist but under the exceptional and 
very pleasant conditions thus provided. 
Opportunity will be given to visit schools 
or other institutions according to the in- 
terests of the visitor. His time will prob- 
ably be divided between half a dozen 
sections, such as London, Stratford, Oxford, 
Edinburgh and other places. 

The selection of the scholar will be made 
carefully from among qualified candidates, 
preference being given to those who have 
not previously visited England. The chief 
qualifications are high professional stand- 
ing, good personality, active interest in this 
opportunity, and the likelihood that he will 
benefit from the experience. 

He will be expected on his return to 
make a report to the Education Commit- 
tee, and to speak as occasion offers on his 
visit to Great Britain, so that the influence 
of the award shall be as far-reaching as 
possible. 

Application blanks may be secured from 
the English-Speaking Union, Chicago 
Branch office, 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Applicants should write a 
letter to the Secretary of the Education 
Committee of the English-Speaking Union, 
in care of Mrs. Ogden West, Executive Sec- 
retary, English Speaking Union, Chicago 
Branch, 360 N. Michigan, No. 802, Chi- 
cago, Illinois, giving the main facts of their 
past experience and present work, their 
special interests and reasons for wishing to 
visit Great Britain in this way. Personal 
interviews of candidates will take place in 
Chicago about the first of April. 
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AMONG LIBRARIANS 


Arras, Ruth E., formerly Children’s libra- 
rian at Belleville Public Library, is now 
in charge of the Branch Library. 


Barickman, Mrs. Rena, has been granted a 
three months’ leave of absence from the 
Joliet Public Library. She plans to go 
to California. 

Davies, Clara A., formerly Supervisor of 
the National Youth Administration 
Library Project state-wide, has been 
appointed Chief of the Cataloging De- 
partment of the Illinois State Library. 


Fisk, Mrs. Emily, has been appointed act- 
ing librarian of the Joliet Public Library 
during the absence of Mrs. Barickman, 
librarian. 


Moyer, Mary Ellen, formerly librarian at 
Hazel Green Academy (Kentucky), has 
been appointed Assistant in the Catalog- 
ing Department of the Illinois State 
Library. 

Volk, Mrs. Sarah J., formerly in charge 
of the library at St. Vincent’s Home, 
Quincy, has been appointed librarian at 
the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home. 


A NEW BOOK LIST 


Study groups seeking a guide to the 
literature on child training may welcome 
the announcement that the sixth edition of 
The Parents’ Bookshelf has just been pub- 
lished by the American Library Association, 
Chicago. 

In this ten-page leaflet, Dr. Ada Hart 
Arlitt selected for the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers nearly sixty books 
and a score of pamphlets on the pre-school 
child, the intermediate, the adolescent, and 
on special topics. 


Books on child training and health care— 
both the popular treatment and the more 
advanced type—are listed and briefly de- 
scribed. New and authoritative books on 
the family, character education, heredity, 
and sex education are included. 


A special selection of books, periodicals, 
and pamphlets on the subject of children’s 
reading has been added by Mildred L. 
Batchelder of the American Library Asso- 
ciation’s School and Children’s Library 
Livision. 

The Parents’ Bookshelf is an inexpensive 
folder which parent-teacher organizations, 
schools, women’s clubs, and libraries should 
find useful. Groups may order in quanti- 
ties at prices ranging from $1.75 a hundred 
copies to $13 a thousand. 


MEMBERSHIP 
OF 
ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


(Please detach this list and add to the 
directory number, December, 1937.) 


New Members 


Beecher, Jean, circ. In., Central Y. M. C. A. 
College L., Chicago. 

Cully, B. O., tr., Freeport P. L. 

DeWitt, Jessie E., asst., Rockford P. L. 

Dixon, Genevieve, asst., New Trier Twp. 
H. S. L., Winnetka. 

Fulwider, L. A., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Gassman, I. P., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Graver, Lois, Evanston P. L. 

Harnau, Florence, Evanston P. L. 

Hildreth, Mrs. C. F., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Holway, Irene, Evanston P. L. 

Huenkemeier, W. B., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Raines, Mrs. S. E., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Rosenberger, Dorothy, Evanston P. L. 

Simpson, Herbert S., tr., Evanston P. L. 

Stukenberg, A. J., tr., Freeport P. L. 

Tyler, Mrs. Alfred, tr., Evanston P. L. 

Wagner, Mrs. Frederick, tr., Freeport P. L. 

Wisher, Kathryn R., In., Edwardsville P. L. 


Withdrawals 

Briggs, Betty, child. In., Champaign P. L. 

Chidester, Maud, Evanston P. L. 

Corse, Nancy, Evanston P. L. 

Coventry, Sarah, In., Edwardsville P. L. 

Earl, Mrs. Marietta H., In., W. Aurora 
H. S. L. 

Henkle, Herman H., dir., Simmons College 
L. S., Boston, Mass. 

Morgan, Helen B., Evanston P. L. 

Nichols, Prof. F. W., tr., Evanston P. L. 

Noggle, Wave L., In., Virginia Jr. College 
L., Virginia, Minn. 

Rinard, Virginia, H. S. In., Griffith, Ind. 

Schinzel, Elsie, Evanston P. L. 

Swann, Mrs. Hallie Warner, 
Texas. 


Greenville, 


HONOR CITY 


Chicago was designated as “honor city” 
Sunday by the American Library Associa- 
tion after a study of library systems in the 
city’s schools. 

The survey showed that in each of forty- 
six high schools and branches, facilities 


have been provided by the Chicago Public 
Library and the Board of Education. The 
city’s 120,000 high school students borrowed 
700,000 books for home study during the 
last year. 
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RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


NEW LIBRARY CENTERS 


Authorization has been given Mrs. Carol 
C. Lind, W. P. A. Supervising Project 
Technician of District No. 7, for opening a 
library center at Prairie du Rocher in 
Randolph County. All the town organi- 
zations, including the Village Board, are 
behind it and a location has been settled 
upon. The Extension Division of the 
Illinois State Library loaned the library 
center an initial collection of two hundred 
books. 

At Rock Falls in Whiteside County quar- 
ters, heat and light have been provided 
for the opening of a W. P. A. library center 
in the old bank building. Geneva Hirth 
has been appointed custodian. This is in 
W. P. A. District No. 1, with Fred A. 
Bestow as Supervising Project Technician. 
A gift book drive netted 1,500 books the 
first day. The Extension Division of the 
Illinois State Library is supplementing the 
collection with a loan of about 150 books. 
An effort will be made by the Rock Falls 
people to have an election this spring to 
vote for tax support for the library. 

Recently an N. Y. A. library center has 
been established at Hardin, Illinois, with 
the assistance of the Hardin Woman’s 
Club. Equipment and reading matter has 
been placed in the large room of the base- 
ment beneath the Hardin High School, 
where the library center is located and 
many books have been furnished through 
various sources. Miss Florence G. Madi- 
son is in charge of the collection. 


READING COURSES 


The Extension Division of the Illinois 
State Library has recently completed a re- 
vision of the group of Reading Courses. 

There are approximately sixty of these 
courses, for the most part, on vocational 
subjects. Others, however, comprise a list 
of supplemental titles for courses included 
in the ‘“Reading-with-a-purpose” and 
“Exploring the Times” series, published by 
the American Library Association. 

These courses have been brought to date 
because of a continued appeal for sys- 
tematic reading especially along vocational 
topics. Begun during the period of depres- 
sion to meet the needs of adult education, 
they are now found particularly useful in 
the classes of the National Youth Admin- 
istration and other federal education 
classes. 


The Illinois State Library continues its 
policy of issuing a certificate at completion 
of each Reading Course. A circular of in- 
formation giving details of enrollment and 
routine will be sent to any library or 
individual upon request. Please address 
requests to Miss Charlotte Ryan, Superin- 
tendent Extension Division, Illinois State 
Library, Springfield. 


PUTNAM COUNTY 


In 1932 the Extension Division of the 
Illinois State Library began a demonstra- 
tion of a county library in Putnam County. 
A central library was located at Granville, 
with branches at seven other community 
centers in the county. Quarters and serv- 
ices were furnished by the county; the 
books, 3,500 in number, and supplies, were 
furnished by the State Library, and the 
interchange of them was done by members 
of the State Library staff. 

The original intention when the plans 
were made, was to conduct the demonstra- 
tion of county library service over a period 
of three years, culminating in an election 
when a vote would be taken to provide 
support to make such service permanent. 
The depression interfered; property valua- 
tions fell, and it seemed much wiser to 
continue the demonstration for a year or 
two longer. This spring, in the general 
primary election, the voters of Putnam 
County will be asked to vote a special tax 
of two-thirds mill on all real estate in the 
county, for the support of a county library. 
This rate will yield approximately $3,000. 

A petition asking that the proposition be 
voted on, signed by 100 voters, must be 
presented to the county clerk 60 days be- 
fore the election. A strong, steady cam- 
paign for the petition and now for the 
election, is being conducted throughout the 
county. The measure has a good chance 
of carrying. The County library committee, 
of which Mrs. George Mathis is president, 
is actively and infectiously enthusiastic, and 
the borrowers in each of the centers will 
not inertly sit by and lose their library 
service. 

In case the county library tax should be 
defeated at the election on April 12th, the 
State Library must withdraw the books; 
and the residents of Putnam County (as do 
the residents in seven other counties in 
Illinois without libraries) will have to make 
individual requests to the State Library for 
their reading materials, the demonstration 
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will have lost its point. There is little fear 
of this, however; and if the measure carries, 
the books will remain in the county to be 
used as previously. 

Warren County Public Library at Mon- 
mouth is the only other county library in 
the State, but Putnam is almost surely 
going to be the second! 


INTERNATIONAL MIND ALCOVE 


The following titles have been added to 
the National Mind Alcove of the Carnegie 
Peace Foundation and are available at the 
State Library: 

Link, Allah dethroned. 
$5.00. 

Mathews, India reveals herself. 
1937, $2.50. 

Marvel, Circling the Caribbean. 
court, 1937, $2.50. 

Curie, Madame Curie. Doubleday, 1937, 
$3.50. 

Angeli, Petite Suzanne. Doubleday, 1937, 
$2.00. 

King, Sean and Sheela. Whitman, 1937, 
$2.00. 

Mac Veagh, Greek Journey. Dodd, 1937, 
$2.00. 

Merserean, Story of Li-Lo. Harper, 1937, 
$1.00. 

Petersham, Story of book of corn. Win- 
ston, 1937, 60 cents. 


Knopf, 1937, 
Oxford, 


Har- 


THIS BULLETIN IS 
BEING SENT TO: 


BOOK EXHIBIT 


The Illinois State Library exhibit of 
children’s books, a list of which appeared 
in January, 1938 ILLINOIS LIBRARIES, was 
first exhibited during Farm and Home 
Week at the University of Illinois, from 
January 10 to 14. The exhibit proved 
interesting and attractive to those attend- 
ing the conference, and was again displayed 
during Farm and Home Week at Carbon- 
dale, February 8 to 11. 


This collection is planned as a traveling 
exhibit and may be borrowed for display in 
communities desiring it, provided sufficient 
space is given to warrant the work of 
handling. The only charge is that of trans- 
portation to and from Springfield. 

This exhibit will acquaint people with 
the service and books obtainable from the 
Illinois State Library; furnish aid in the 
selection of books to buy for children; and 
give suggestions for purchases for school 
libraries. 


Requests for the loan of this collection 
may be sent to Charlotte Ryan, Superin- 
tendent, Extension Division, Illinois State 
Library, Centennial Building, Springfield, 
or, to the Farm and Home Advisers. 

This service is an experiment and the 
uses made of it will, in a measure, deter- 
mine its duration. 


IN LONDON 


Private cubicles—numbered and reserved 
—where boys and girls up to 16 can do 
homework or study their hobbies are a fea- 
ture of one of the most up-to-date school 
children’s libraries in London. The library, 
which was opened on January 29, is in 
Marsh Street, Walthamstow. Each cubicle 
is numbered, and can be reserved by any 
library member for an unlimited period on 
the day it is booked. Comfortable up- 
holstered chairs have been installed, and 
the children’s eyesight is safeguarded by 
the provision of special daylight lamps. 
The circulating library department has 
more than 1,000 books, and the children 
are instructed to use the reference files so 
that they can themselves go to the shelves 
and select their books. Members must be 
between the ages of nine and fourteen to 
qualify for admission, but the study 
cubicles may be used by children up to 
sixteen. 


DO YOU KNOW 


Was the “Doctrina Breve” the first book 
printed in America? A copy is in the New 
York Public Library which was published 
in the City of Tenochtitlan, Mexico in 
June, 1544. 


